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age: TO THE 1 


Earl of O- 4 


MY LORD, 


AM very glad of an Occaſion, 
Wl wherein I have the good For- 
tune to think the ſame Wa 
with your Lordſhip, becau 


I have very long ſuffer d a great deal of 
Pain in reflecting upon a certain Viru- 
lence, with which my Zeal has, hereto- 
fore, tranſported me to treat your Lord- 

29 A 2 ſhip's 
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ſhip's Perſon. and Character. I do proteſt 
th you, excepting in the firſt Smart of 
wy Diſgrace, and Expulſion out of the 
oule of Commons, I never writ any 
thing that ought to diſpleaſe you, but 
with a reluctant Heart, and in Gppoſition 
to much Good- will and Eſteem for your 
3 great and uncommon Talents: And 
I take the Liberty to ſay thus publickly 
to Yourſelf what I have often! ſaid to 
others, on the Subject of my Behaviour 
to you. I never had any other Reaſon to 
leflen my Lord of 0 d than that 
which Brutus had to ſtab Czſar, the Love 
of my Country. Your Lordſhip will, 
I hope, believe there cannot be a more 
voluntary, unconſtrain'd Reparation made 
to a Man, than that I now make to you, 
in begging your Pardon thus publickly for 
every thing I have ſpoken or written to 
your Diſadvantage, foreign to theArgument 
and Cauſe which I was then labouring to 
ſupport. You will pleaſe to belieyeIcoull 
not have been ſo inſenſible as nqt to be 
touch d with the Generoſity of part of 
your Conduct towards me, or have omit- 


"| 


ted to acknowledge it accordingly, if 1 


had not thought that your very Mirtue was 
dangetous; and that it was (as the World 
then: ſtood) . abſolutely neceſſary to de- 
2814¹ 2 2 preclate 
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reciate ſo adventurous a Genius ſur- 
rounded with ſo much Power as your 
Lordſhip then had. I tranſgreſs d, my 
Lord, againſt you when you could make 
twelve Peers in a Day; I ask your Pardon, 
when you area private Nobleman ; and as 
I told you, when I reſign'd the Stamp- 
Office, I wiſh'd you all Proſperity, con- 
ſiſtent with the publick Good; fo I now 
congratulate you upon the Pleaſure you 
muſt needs have, in looking back upon 
the true Fortitude with which you have 
paſs'd through the Dangers ariſing from 
the Rage of the People, and the Envy of 
the reſt of the World. If to have right- 
ly judg'd of Mens Paſſions and Prejudices, 
Vices and Virtues, Intereſts and Inclina- 
tions, and to have waited with Skill and 
Courage for proper Seaſons and Incidents 
to make ule of them, for a Man's Safety 
and Honour, can adminiſter Pleaſure to a 
Man of Senſe and Spirit, your Lordſhip 
has abundant cauſe of Satisfaction. | 


In Confidence that you will accept 
of my Sorrow and Repentance for the 
unprovok'd Liberties I have taken in my 
former Writings, I make you my Parron 
in this preſent Diſcourſe on the greateſt 
Occation that has, perhaps, ever hap- 

| pen d 


(6) 


pen'd in England: Your Lordſhip will 


fee I write in haſte, and the neceſſity of 


preſſing forward to be time enough to be 
of any uſe, will excuſe the Failures in 
Stile and Expreſſion. I ſhall therefore 
immediately fall into the Matter of the 
Bill, which I fear may change this free 
State into the worſt of all Tyrannies, 
that of an Ariſtocracy : I ſhall ſupport 
my Reaſons for that Terror, by running 
thro' the ſeveral Parts of it, and making 
it appear that this is more likely than any 
other Conſequence that can be ſuppos'd 
will attend ſuch a Law as this would be: 
The whole Tenor of it is very unfortu- 


nately put together, it any thing but an 


Addition of Power to the Peers is in- 
tended by it. I believe, my Lord, all 
Mankind will allow that the only plau- 
fible Reaſon for this Law, is what your 
Lordſhip remembers as well as I; but 
the Preamble aſſigns no ſuch Reaſon, but 
ſays that ſixteen Peers of Scotland, by 
reaſon of many new Creations ſince the 
Union, are not a ſufficient and propor- 
tionable Repreſentative of that Nobility, 
and therefore they ſhall hereafter not be 
repreſented at all, but a thing nuch more 
ſuitable to the Peerage of Scotland ought 
to be done for them, to wit, that —_— 
ve 
1 


— — 


(9) 


of them ſhould, at all times hereafter, 
= Rar) Seats in Parliament, I al- 
ways imagin'd no one was Judge of what 
was fuitable to a Man but himſelf; and 
1 ſee no manner of Comfort that it can 
poſſibly be to one who has any thing 
taken from him, that the Poſſeſſion of it 
is more fuitably plac'd : How is it ſuitable 
to the Peerage of Scotland, that inſtead 
of having a Repreſentative of ſixteen 
ſitting by their Election, they are here- 
after to be fayour'd with having five and 
twenty there inſtead of them, and not 
one there in their behalf? It is, my 
Lord, very much below Noblemen to 
uſe Cunning and Artifice ; and it muſt be 
allow'd that the Peers of Scotland cannot 
complain of any thing like being trick'd, 
but their potential Seats in Parliament are 
bar'd and taken from them, not by Col- 
luſion and double Dealing, but the moſt 
unreſervd and candid Ufurpation ima- 
ginable. But tho* this is done with fo 
much Eaſe, and no Reaſon given but that 
thy who do it are pleas d to ſay it is moſt 
ſuitable, it is to be preſum'd thoſe whoſe 
Conſent is neceſſary for the diveſting in- 
nocent Men of their Liberty and Ho- 
nour, will defire ſome better Account of 
the Matter before they deprive their Fel- 


low- 
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low- Subjects 1 cannot but from a natu- 
ral Deteſtation of Injuſtice ſay, that it is 
the higheſt Wrong done to the Indulgence 
mention d a little after in the Preamble, 
do expect it will be granted in Favour of 
any Men, in Wrong of any other: And 
I will not doubt but the faithful Com- 
mons will alarm that Benignity from be- 
ing employ d to the Deſtruction oinſelf, 
or Oppreſſion of others. I hop 
Man, and beſt Prince in th rld 
will be Gracious, ſo as to have it always 
in His Power to be Craciaus. 1. am ſure 
He will never give His People any Rea- 
ſon to complain but of His too Great 


\ 


* 


Goodneſs: Happy the Sovereign, and 


happy the People, when Exceſſive Grace 
is all that is to be fear d from Him: Dr. 
Burnet Compliments King William, M 
Te fortem Dicimus, ſed Querimur. This 
Nation may ſay at this Time the ſame 
thing to Her Monarch. We do not on- 
ly acknowledge, but bewail that he is ſo 
Gracious. 


But to come cloſe to the Point. The 
Peers of Scotland have an Indefeaſible 
Right by the Act of Union to be Elected, 
and to ſerve in Parliament as Peers of 


Great.-Britain, in the Manner therein ſti- 
pulated : 


(9) 

plated ; and it would be but more cruel, 
not more-unjuſt, to take from them their 
Lives and Fortunes; as this Honour and 
Privilege which their Ariceſtors purchas'd 
by the frequent Hazard of theirs. The 
Terms of this Union are' Plain and Ab- 
ſolute ;/ not can there be'any Privilege, 
Liberty, or Property, ſecut d by it to 
the feIneſt Subject of either Nation, 
violated or alter'd agaifift his Will, and 
no Satisfactory Repatation done him, 
without Inftingement of thè whole AR, 
and leaving the Perſons ſo injur' d, at 
large as Innòcent Outlaws, at Liberty to 
avenge. by Force, what was done by 
Force; for Protection and Obedience are 
reciprocal; and the withdrawing the one, 
diſcharges the other. What then is the 
Condition 6f theſe unhappy Men, who 
are to be diveſted of their Rights, and 
Privileges'of Subjects, and yet no doubt 
to be deem'd Traitors, ſhould they fly to 
any Foreign Power; or Invader of that 
Nation;which has in the deareſt and great- 
eſt Conſiderations, (thoſe of Honour and 
Diſtinction) made them Foreigners ? But 
1 will argue this Point from the Nature of 
Power in General. 


B Power 
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Power as it is; td be exerted. by Men 
oyer A. muſt he. dire che actording to 
u 


Nature, Juſtige, and Realans the firſt ob. 
a e tom C onfuſſon and narchy ta- 
wards ſuch a Powers i Sahzmiſſon to the 
Wall of. one; Great Good Nan; but ſuch 
is. the, 1 Inſuffciency of the 


See and.Beſt for ns Charge, that 


eyery Abgtement, Limitation, and Di 
wahon of that Bower ich i Wag at firſt 
Dep potick;, arg ſg many Improvements of 

Government, Phe Legiſlature of theſe 
Kingdoms, in {pfghe of, many Convul- 

ns, bas reſted Ae e but nei- 
thet this, or any ther Form can preſerve 


Ie elf, but agchrd ing to.theRules. of Ju- 
1 — and Honour ;:;Power!ſeparated from 


m is Brute · Force, and. hecomes Vio- 
Joe which iz igeonſiſtent with Reaſon 
and Nature, ending to Which, it is as 
Juſt a Maxim te ay, The Legiſlature can 
do no Wrong, ag to a i The; King can 
do. 110, Wing for to do Wrong, is not 
to do as becometh a Legillature, or 
becometh: a King, and therefore- not in 
the Power werber. | obira (doi, 
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If we ſhould ſuppoſe the State to com- 
mit Injuſtice, it would in that Akt be as 
deſtructive of it ſelf, as of the Perſons 
violated ; for it would ceaſe to be a Con- 
gregation of Men living under Laws, 
and begin to be a Collection of Robbers 
and Pirates, ſupporting themſelves by; 
Force and Strength; it is therefore cer- 
tain that it is impoſſible and againſt the 
very Nature of the Thing, the Legiſla - 
ture ſhould do InjuſticſteQ.. net 

343; 

The Terms of the Union cannot be 
revok'd without diſuniting tlie King- 
doms ; for after that is done, they are ng: 
longer held together by Law, but by 

Force, and the Power which keeps us to- 
gether muſt be Arbitrary, and not Le- 
gal; or it Legal, not Righteous; for a 
Law not ſupported by Juſtice, is in it ſelt- 
Null and Void; nor are the Makers of 
it Legiſlators, but Oppreſſors. +30 


Thus then it appears, without any 
poſſible Contradiction, that the Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain cannot exclude 
the Peers of Scotland from the Benefit: 
of the Twenty-third. Article in the AR, 
for the Union, without becoming an Ar- 
bitrary Power, acting with an Indiffe- 
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rence to Good and Evil, on the Founda- 
tion of Might only. F M 940 dart 5+, 


„ 


Now, as Men are attempting what is 
not in their Power to do, according to 
Honeſty, and therefore hot in their Powet 
to do at all, one would think this were 
enough to ſay againſt it; but the World 
is ſo corrupt, that an Argument that a 
thing is inconvenient, is more forcible 
on Reaſons to” prove à thing un- 
juſt. | 33 


1 ſhall go on then to urge that We 
are ſafer under the Prerogative in the 
King, than we can be under an Ariſto- 
cracy. „ „ ÜL... CE, OS -* 


The Prerogative is a Power in the So- 
vereign, not expreſo d or deſcribed by the 
Ea vs, but to be exerted in the Preſervation 
of them, by the Rule of the general Good. 
And if you could prove, that the Bu- 
ſineſs of the Twelve Gentlemen was 
done purely to ſave the Nation, and that 
it was done for the Good of the Whole, 
the Stateſman; who advis'd it, would 
deſerve the Thanks of all Mankind for 
expoſing himſelf to the Miſinterpretation 
and Reſentment of future * 
3 1 1 4 . 0 


1 


. 
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Cw) 
for the Good of his Fellow-Sabjedts. ; I 
ſav, Sir, the Fault is not in the Power, 
but the Miſapplication of it: And in 
judging of this Matter We are to Carry; 
our Thoughts beyond the Age We liye 
in, and abſtract ourſelyes ſrom the little 
Quarrels and Animoſities of our Time, 
and conſider, if this Power may not be 
proper to be lodg d in the Chief Magiſtrate 
of this Kingdom a Hundred Vears hence. 
The Magiſtracy of the King of England 
will be diſabled if this Power is taken 
away; and we are to expeft Protection, 
as well as fear Oppreſſion from it. And, 
my Lord, had I time, I am confident. I 
could cite you as many Inſtances of oh 
ſervation from the Prerogative in good 
Princes, as of Violation from arbitrary 
ones. I believe it will puzzle all the 
Civilians in the World to account for the 
Behaviour of the S-xXx—-n IL. -ds on 
this Occaſion. For though a Deputy or 
Repreſentative has indeed ſull Right to act 
for his Principal or Conſtituent in as am- 
ple and effeftual Manner as if it were 
ſuch his Principal himſelf, who did all 
which he the Repreſentative acts at the 
ſame time, it is. from Reaſon and Equity, 
underſtood, that theſe Acts ſhould be for 
his Conſtituent's Good and Intereſt, and 
RL —! ]5Ü6¹ 


| (1) 


never ean be conſtrued ta extend to the 
taking all the: Gonſtituent s. Property, 
and eonverting his Authority lro act for 
him, into Power” to a@t-againſt him; 
much leſs for veſting in himſelf, the Re- 
preſentative;' che Right intruſted by the 
Priheipaly/? o nn bag 21914) 
2 20 $471 T9920; 409 * bine bitt 
Iwill not pretend to doubt but that thoſe 
noble Perſonages have under the Hands 
and Seals of all, and every of their 
Electors, the Peers of Scotland, full Power 
and Authority for this Alteration; with- 
out which Authority this Proceeding can- 
not be reconciled to common Honeſty. 
But I will aver, that if the thirty odd, who 
are to be enobled by this Bill, are to be 
made up by preſent Members of the 
Houſe of Commons, ſuch Members are 
to climb to Honour through Infamy. Nor 
can J imagine what Comfort reaſonable 
Creatures can take in an Advancement ſo 
purchaſed, but that of hiding the Sit- 
names of their Families (which they ſhall 
have made deteſtable) under the Cover- 
in Of IIs. BAL a4 30177 en 20h 


This 


* 
This & not, my L4 talking pal 
ſionately, but r and 
1 do not do ſuch Men, if there ate ſuch, 
Injury; but they flo me, and every Com- 
monet of England; Injury, by treache 
rouſly attempting to'facilitate the Paſſage 
of this dreadful Bill into a Law, that 
may enflave-thei pteſent Equals, and 
contrivingꝭ to ꝓartàake of the Tyranny - 
over them obtain d by! ſuch their Per- 
fidiouſneſs 21113 "OF "C8 VII rell 
o brsflat dit „rte 6 i 91917 
My Lord, what I promis d to main- 
tain, Was; that the Bull is made for an 
calculated for. ing ellen ay, it bas 
not ſo much as the ppeatance of any 
thing elle; bor tho a Man of Ho- 
Integrity, knows that rhe-is A Peer for 
the ſake! of his fellow Subjects, ant 
that 'this Right is vate in him aud 
his Family: fur the ſake raf Society not 
for himſelf: and Succeſſors only 310 is 
there no part of Society canſider d in 


this Bill, but; merely the Peers and 
Nables. Your-Lar ip, Who has de- 
clar d againſt (it, has obſerwd this with 
proven Care of the Prerogative; give me 
leave todechre the ſame, nat only in be- 
half of the Prerogative, but alſo that of 

the 


(16) 


the People: The Lords exerciſe a Power 
in the laſt Reſburce of Juſtice; and ah 

Appeal; they ſay, lies to tem from the 
Courts of iuſter- Hail for determi- 
ning all the Property of Gear. Britain 
and yet they ar willing te huve a Law, 
vich muſtinecuſſarily diſable them from 
being a Cburta of Juſtite/'thar is, a 
capable Gurt o of Juſtire for the fu- 
tufe. The Hill even provides for their 
Inſufficiency as to this purpoſe; ant 
there is a Clauſe, which, inſtead of 
looking'obt!forpteat and knowing Men, 
3s very careful to! leave *Power” in the 
King to giue Titles, in caſe of Extinc- 
tions, to Minors. But much at the ſame 


time is the Partiality of the Bill that Fe- 


males are th be exchuded from their fu- 
ture Right, asf 4 Lady of good Senſe 
were nötias icapable df hᷣting ing into the 
World aiMdn of Senſe; as a Boy under 
Age is of baroming a Man of Juſtice 
and Honour from the mere Recommenda- 
tion of his Fortune; ſor it is not to be 
doubted but that would be his beſt Pre- 
tenſion; but Lords have thought it more 
eligible to have in view the providing 
rich Husbands for their Daughters from 
among the Commons, than leaving it to 
their Female Heirs to make — 4 


(a7) 
the Deſcendants of meritorious Com- 
moners. 5 
Thus, my Lord, you ſee the Arif- 
tocracy is already ſet out by this Bill, 
for all the Proviſions and Limitations 
of it regard only the Titles and Ho- 
nours of the Peers, and a prodigious 
Care is taken that no one ſhould ſuffer 
from poſſible Contingencies and diſtant 
Incidents among themſelves, but no 
regard had to the known immediate 
preſent Rights of thoſe who do not fit 
in their Houſe, but have title of Elec- 
tion into it; there is no difficulty of de- 
ſtroying thole whom they know to 
have Titles, but they are prodigious 
tender of hurting who may have Titles 
of which they do not know. And we 
Commoners are ſuppos d not to have 
Eyeſight enough to ſee through this 
noble Subtlety. The Lords will be 
Judges, and give and admit to whom 
they pleaſe incidental Claims, but Ex- 
tinctions are to be ſupplied only by the 
King, and he might poſſibly gibe them 
to Perſons they ſhould not like, _ 


4 


1 The 


clugb, and if good Se 
all manner of Merit are Reaſons for 
honouring any Perſons in their Deſcen 

dants, the Heirs of that luſt rious Lat 
have indiſputable Pretenſons, and a1 


ſuch. a Bill as this is. 79 be 


Bill, is 180 Favour and Notice 45 
of the Title in the Does of Buc- 


9777 


Vittue, and 


hope the King will never want the Af: 
ſiſtance of his Legiſlature for conferring 
it upon them, without the a of 


I 


'To NO EO My 1048. the Re- 


ſtraint of the Peers to à certain Num- 


ber will render the Houſe uſeleſs, 


becauſe it is well Town that the 


EO LSE DCSLY 


: 


great Buſineſs is always carry d on by 
Men created firſt in their own Perſons; 


and if all ſuch were now to be ex- 
cluded, I need not fay what would 
bb, the Ability 1 the Boat. ny 


When they are Conf. d, to a 
Number, the moſt Powerful of 
them will have the reſt under their 


Direction, and all the Prop perty dil- 


puted beide them will be ee 


not by Judgment, but by Vote and 
Humour, 


(19) 

fumour, or. Worſe, Jadges ſo made 

y the blind Order, of Birth, will be 
capable, of no ather way of Decifion; 
It is ſaid that Power attends Property 
it is as true that Power will comman 
Property; and I am at Liberty to ſay, 
that according to the Degeneracy of 
Humane Nature, the Lords may as 
well grow corrupt as other Men; 
and if they ſhould do ſo, how will 
this be amended but by the Conſent 
of thoſe who ſhall become fo corrupt ? 
What ſhall we then fay ? Shall We 
expoſe Our ſelves to probable Evils, 
with the Proſpect of impoſſible Reme- 
dies againſt them? 


I will not inſinuate any thing from 
the Suſpicions or Dangers that may 
very well be expected will ariſe from 
the Impatience of thoſe new Nobles, 
who are not to be ſeated in the Houſe 
till another Seſſion of Parliament; but 
am at liberty to ſuppoſe. that Seſſion 
would not be very far off after this 
Bill ſhould become a Law. It is hard- 
ly to be read ſeriouſly, when the Bill 
in a grave Stile and ſober Contra- 
diction has theſe Words, The twenty- 

has --"- foe 


(a) 

Deer o+ aus; my 5 1 
froe Previ an the Part of the Peerage of 
Scotland, as. if they who Were made 
inſtead of the Peers of Scotland, could 
without a Banter, be call'd Peers on 
the Part of the Peerage of Scotland. 
The true Deſcription of them is Peers 
made, when the Peers of Scotland were 
no more to be Peers, for the Titles 
reſting... in their Families, without 
Hopes of Succeſſion in the Peerage 
and Legiſlature, is. only a Bar againſt 


1 any Participation of Power and Intereſt 
| in their Country. It is putting them 
tt into the Condition of Papiſts Con- 
{i vict, as to what ought to be moſt 
40 dear to them, their Honour and Re- 
h putation. n tit 200 | 

if It is held by true Politicians a 


moſt dangerous thing to. give the 
meaneſt of the People juſt Cauſe of 
Provocation, much more to enrage 
Men of Spirit and Diſtinction, and 
that with downright Injuries,  * 
We may flatter our ſelves that Pro- 


| 


perty is always the Source of Power; 
but Earl Mar, who led and command- 
ed Men of fnuch greater Froperty 
a Wo than 


a) 


han himſelf, is an Inſtance that Pro- 


perty, like all other Poſſeſſſohs, has 
its Effects according to the Talents 
and Abilities of the Owner: And as 
it is allow'd that Learning: and Cou- 
rage are very common Qualities in 
that Nation, I ſhould think it not very 
adviſable to provoke the greateſt, and 
for ought we can tell, the beſt Men 
amonglt chin. . %% och ai 99627 


- 
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Thus we are bar'd from making 
this Law by prudential Rules, as 
well as from the inviolable Rule of 
Juſtice and common Right with re- 
lation to the Scotch Peers; but if we 
conſider the Matter, with regard to the 
King's Prerogative, this Law would 
diminiſh it to an irreparable Degree; 
And it is a ſtrange time to take away 
Power, when it is in the Poſſeſſion of a 
Prince who uſes it with ſo much Mo- 
deration, that he is willing to reſign it: 
But we are to conſider the Prerogative 
as part of the Eſtate of the Crown, 
and not conſent to the taking it out 


of the Crown, till we ſee juſt Occaſion 
for it. Vo. 


His 


(22) 
-03% 2869 Dan 15.21 Als mig (15:9 
His Majefty's Indulgence makes it 
fale in his Royal Breaſt and we know 
of nothing am other of the Family has 
done to alter it for fear of him. If others 
Z— ——— from whence- 
ſoever they ariſe, they ſhall ſpeak them, 
and prove chem, juſt before they have 
any honeſt Man's Vote for altering the 
Eſtate in the Crown. The Preroga- 
tive can do no hurt when Miniſters do 
their Duty, but a ſettled Number of 
Peers may abuſe their Power, when no 
Man is anſwerable ſor them, or can 
call them to an Account for their En- 


croachments. 


I knov it is ſaid, and that very tru- 
ly, the manner of their Power will be 
the ſame as now, but then the Appli- 
cation of it may be altered when they 
are an unchangeable Body. Schemes 
of Grandeur and Oppreſſion can be 
form'd to invade the Property, as well 
as Liberty of their Fellow. Subjects, 
which would, according to the preſent 
Eſtabliſhment, be vain to undertake, 


when they are ſubject to Alteration 


before their Projects could be ripen d 
into Practice and Uſurpation. 


As 


(23) 

As for any ſudden and ſurprizing 
Way of Eis tos, nüt les befdre the 
Legiſlature for Cenſure, and the great 
Diminution which all Creations bring 
upon the King's Authority, is a ſafh- 
cient Defence againſt the abufrve Em- 
I of that Authority this Way. 
or hone rome e ny 
makes perpetual Opponents of his Wi 
and Power, if vt ſhall think fit; 
which one: Conſideration cannot but 
render frequent Creations terrible to 
the Crown. 4384 (HENS 14 


This Conſtitution has ſubſiſted in 
Spight of Convulſions and Factions, 
without reſtraining or expreſſing the 
Extent of the Legiſlative Powers; nor 
is it poſſible for any Man, or Aſſeribly 
of Men, to circumſcribe their diſtinct 
Authorities: No, they are to be leſt 
eternally at large, and Safety of each 
Part, and the Good of the Whole, are 
to be the Rules of their Conduct. And 
as Tis impoſſible to foreſee all the Cir- 
cumſtances which muſt ariſe before 
them, there is no other ſaſe Way, but 
leaving them at large, as vigilant 


(24) 
Checks upon each other, equally un- 
confin d, but by; Reaſon and Juſtice, - 
n in bug Amtagd wt lg. 1 
Hence it is; my Lord, that I have 
always aſſerted, that if there was any 
Outrage committed in the Caſe of the 
Twelve Gentlemen, the Peers ſhould 
have then withſtood the receiving of 
them, or done what they thought fit 
at another Seaſon for their Satisfaction, 
and not when it is too late, inſtead of 
aſſerting their Liberties, meditate their 
future Security in unreaſonable Con- 
ceſſions from the Crown, and Diſcou- 
ragements upon the Merit of the Com- 


CC 
I have, my Lord, lain under unjuſt 
Imputations of turning the Perſons 
and Characters of Men in preſent 
Power into ridicule ; but as I abhor to 
do any thing but what I think I may 
defend, I neither have nor will pre- 
ſume to take ſuch a Licence, but 
leave it to. Gentlemens own Modeſty 
and Reflection, to conlider whether 


they can reaſonably think the Con- 


| ſummation of the Engliſh Glory, and 


Merit is to cloſe and reſt in their Per- 
ſons. 
After 


After the Bill has ſufficiently pro- 
vided for the Ariſtocracy over theſe 
Dominions, it goes into a kind of 
Oeconomy and Order among them- 
ſelfes, which relates to their Nobility 
and not to their Peerage; we rice 


Men and Commoners will not diſpute 
about any thing which we know to be 
merely trifling and ornamental; and it 
they will be ſatisfied with a Power in 
them as Peers, they ſhall be Dukes, 
Marqueſſes, Earls, or whatever other 
Words they pleaſe, without our Envy 
or Oppoſition. But when we come 
ſeriouſly to conſider what we are going 
to do, we muſt take the Liberty to 
be very jealous, as the laſt time that 
it may be in our power to make a 
Stand for outſelves and our Poſterity; 
and Noblemen cannot blame Com- 
monets, who are as ſhy in beſtowing, as 
they are importunate in urging the 
Grant of ſuch a Power in dem at 


which can be of no Uſe or Advantage 
but to themſelves; at the ſame time 
one cannot reſiſt obſerving to them, 
that, with reſpect to the Prerogative, 
the Peerage of Scotland, and the 

X eo 1 Rights 


D 


be more exorbitant in the 
Bill, ſhould it become à Law, than in 


F<. <a 

(26) 
People of Great Brian, they — — 
ue of, this 


the; Circumſtances under which Mey 
tend, it to us for our Concurrence,; an 

is not Thirſt of Power, but Modera 
tion in the Demands made of it, can 


recommend Men. to further, Truſt ; 


and we cannot apprehend, but that 
which would be founded on Uſurpa- 
tion, would be. exerted in 6 YIanny. 
But, my Lord, it is to be hop'd this un- 
1 Bill will be = rejected, 
when no one can pretend to amend 
what is in its very Nature incotrigible, 
for it would be in vain to. attempt 2 
Superſtructure, which ought to be ap- 

rov'd, upon a Foundation which de- 
ſetyes nothing but Indignation and 
Contempt. It is a melancholy Conſi- 
deration, . that under the, Preſſure. of 
Perplexities of Trade, and the ,Cala- 
mities. of the Poor, the Legiſlature 
thould thus be taken up and employ d 
in Schemes for the Advancement of 
the Power, Pride and Luxury of the 
Rich and Noble: I peak not this, my 
N Lord, 


7 


(627 
Lord, to ſpread Diſcontents or ſow 
Diviſions, but to compoſe and heal 
them; 1 ſpeak it in Charity to all 
Men, and addreſs it to one, towards 
whom of all others my Behaviour has 
been moſt exceptionable. Thus far, 
my Lord, have I treated this Affair in 
2 molt ſolemn manner, by reaſon of 
the awful Authority from whence it 
comes; but we muſt not, on ſuch 
great Occaſions, be oppreſt by outward 
things, but look to the Bottom of the 
Matter before us, diveſted of every 
thing that ſhould divert us from ſeeing 
the true Reaſon of what paſſes, and 
the Pretenſions to what is ask' d; if 
this Bill is requir'd for preventing 
the Creation of occaſional Peers , 
why, at the ſame time, are five 
and twenty Scroteh, and eight En- 
gliſp to be now, made? Is not this the 
ſame thing as 75; ſay, If you will let 
us make fo many this one Time, un- 
der the Sanction of a Law, we will 
make no more, for we ſhall have no 
Occaſion for any more, meme. 


Accuſat Catalina Cætbegum. 
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It appears indeed very unlikely any 
more ſhould be wanted; if all that is 
wanted is to prevent the ſudden and 
occaſional Increaſe of Peers, a more eaſy 
Method for that purpoſe is obvious, to 
wit, a Prohibition, to fit and vote in 
Parliament, till after a convenient Di- 
ſtance of Time after their Creation. 
L {peak not this as I approve even ſuch 
a Remedy, for every Power of Parlia- 
ment (as is already obſery'd ) has 
from the Reaſon of the thing, and their 
diſtin& Safety, proper Limitations, as 
well as Privileges ; but I name that 
Expedient only to ſhow that more is 
ask d than is wanted; and when more 
is asked than is wanted, it cannot be 
thought unfair to ſuſpect much more 
is to be done with the ſuperfluous 
Power than is acknowledg'd ; the for- 


» 
oy 10.1 


mer Conduct of the Houſe of Peers, of 
admitting or oppoſing Creations of the 


Crown, thaws that they well know 
they have a Power of ſo doing, when 


the Reaſon of the thing gives them 


Authority for it, much more when 
Reaſon Tins that their very Ex- 
iſtence, as a Houſe of Parliament, 9s 

ſtruck 


* 


4 ” 

(29 ) 5 
ſtruck at, as in the Caſe of pouring in 
new Members in the midlt of their 
Debates. 


IThe latter End of the Bill ſeems to 
have ſome Compaſſion towards the 
Prerogative, and enacts ſomething Gra- 
cious towards the Deſcendants of the 
Sovereign before the Commencement 
of the Ariſtocracy. Provided always 
nevertheleſs, That nothing in this Act con- 
tained ſhall be taken, or conſtrued to lay am 
Reſtraint upon the King's Majeſty, his 
Heirs or Succeſſors, from advancing or 
promoting any Peer, having Vote and 
Seat in Parliamem, to any higher Rank 
or Degree of Dignity or Nobility ; nor 
ow creating or making any of the 

rinces of the Blood Peers of Great Bri- 
tain, or Lords of Parliament ; and ſuch 
Princes of the Blood, ſo created, ſhall 
not be eſteemed to be any Part of the 
Number, to which the Peers of Great 
Britain are by this Act reſtrain d. 


You ſee, my Lord, the Grace and 
Favour which (as ſoon as all their own 
Poſterity, and Accidents that could 
befall them, are provided for) is moſt 

| boun- 


__ (a 

 bountequſly beſtowed upon the Chil- 
dren of the Royal Family; as this 
Goodneſs is confer'd on thoſe of it ho 
are not yet entitled to that Honour, it 
is to be preſum'd, in ſpight of all 

groundleſs Inſinuations that are ſpread 
abroad, nothing veſted in others of 
them will be aſſaulted ;-but that what 
ever becomes of this Bill, their pte- 
lent Eſtates, their then remaining E- 
ſtates will be ſtill inviolable. I am 
confident none will deſerve any other; 
and as all humane Nature is ſubject to 
Infirmities, thoſe are moſt excuſable 
which grow upon the Dignity of our 
Nature. I will dwell no more upon 
this tender Place, but ſay with the 
Tragedian- ho 10 , AB 0 


- Pyrrhus is violent, but he's ſincere. 


- To. conclude, my Lord, I will not 
doubt bur. Mens Spirits. will be 90 
ciently rais d, in a Cauſe which lg 
nearly concerns the Subject, from the 
higheſt to the loweſt; and that fince 
the Houſe bas given this Affair {uch 
proper Uſage, as to call a full Aſſembly 
to be preſent at the Debate, it will 

| infallibly 


infallibly end according to Juſtice ; for 
I can 1 58 think the Liberty of Eng- 
land in danger at ſuch a Meeting. Ran- 
cors, Animoſſties, and private Hates, 
vaniſh in common Danger; and I doubt 
not but the, Zeal that demanded a 
Hearing before this full Aﬀembly, will 
be doubled at it. I cannot leaye off till 
I have done Juſtice to a noble and ge- 
nerous Youth, who pleaded for the 
more diſtant Day, and wiſh I could re- 
preſent him in the amiable Figure 
which he bears in my Imagination, to 
all the reſt of his fellow Subjects. The 
Roman, the Enghſh Virtue is not loſt, 
while a young Nobleman is contending 
againſt a Power as a Patriot, which he 
has ſo near a Pretence to as-a Son; 
filiat Piety to his Country and to his 
Family had no Struggle, but work'd to- 
gether to break thro' a Modeſty which 
long withheld him from taking a lea- 
ding Part in this glorious Contention : 
Many, who are nearer to him in Inte- 
reſt and Fortune, will, I hope, on the 
approaching Occaſion, emulate his 
Virtue ; none who have Honour to fit 
in the Legiſlature ſhould be indiffe- 
rent in it, but exert themſelyes accor- 
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